


Dissonant Archives
Contemporary Visual Culture 
and Contested Narratives in 
the Middle East





DISSONANT
ARCHIVES

Contemporary Visual 
Culture and Contested 
Narratives in the 
Middle East 

Edited by 
Anthony Downey 



First published in 2015 by I.B.Tauris & Co. Ltd 
 

 

The Desert Panorama

Library of Congress Catalog Card Number: available



Contents

9  Preface 
A Note on the Visual Culture in the Middle East Series 

11  Notes on Texts and Artists’ Inserts

13  Introduction 
Contingency, Dissonance and Performativity
Critical Archives and Knowledge Production in Contemporary Art

43  ‘What We Left Unfinished’
The Artist and the Archive 

64  Measures of Stillness and Movement 
The Poster in Cinema of the Palestinian Revolution 

79  Rethinking National Archives in Colonial 
Countries and Zones of Conflict
The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict and Israel’s National 
Photography Archives as a Case Study

92  Coming to Terms
Contemporary Art, Civil Society and Knowledge 
Politics in the ‘Middle East’ 



109  This is Tomorrow
On Emily Jacir’s Art of Assembling Radically Generative Archives 

 Artists’ Inserts

194  Archive 

215  The Museum Past the Surpassing Disaster
Walid Raad’s Projective Futures 
Chad Elias

232  I Have The Picture
The Making of Photographic Heritage in Contemporary Egypt

251  The Global in the Local
Implicating Iran in Art and History
Sussan Babaie

261  Arab Digital Expression Foundation
Laura Cugusi

 Artists’ Inserts

319  Naeem Mohaiemen



352  10 Theses on the Archive
Pad.ma

364  From Archive to Analytics 
Building Counter Collections of Arabic Social Media

385  Excerpts from a Grammar of Redaction

401  The Black Market Archive
The Velocity, Intensity and Spread of Pakistani Film Piracy

419  Locating the Archive
The Search for ‘Nurafkan’ 
Mariam Motamedi Fraser

432  The Spectre (of Knowledge)
The Recordings of the Cosmopolitan
Shaheen Merali

445  Appendix 
 Lucien Samaha  interview with  Walid Raad

449  Contributors

460  Acknowledgements

461  Image Credits

464  Index





Visual Culture in the 
Middle East 
of Volume 02 in this series. 

Dissonant Archives: Contemporary Visual Culture and Contested 
Narratives in the Middle East

Preface

Visual Culture in the 
Middle East Series



Dissonant Archives: Contemporary Visual Culture and Contested Narratives in the Middle East10

that Dissonant Archives

that future. 

Kamel Lazaar
Chairman



Notes on Texts and 
Artists’ Inserts

and intentions. 





[T]he question of the archive is not […] a question of the past. 
It is not the question of a concept dealing with the past that might 
already be at our disposal or not at our disposal, an archivable 
concept of the archive. It is a question of the future, the question 
of the future itself, the question of a response, of a promise and 
of a responsibility for tomorrow.
Jacques Derrida1

2

Contingency, Dissonance 
and Performativity

Anthony Downey
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digital.3 
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4

Contemporary Art and the Archive in the Middle East

Image Keepers

5

6 
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Image Keepers tells us more here 

The Aesthetics of Disappearance: A Land 
Without People

Shadow 
Sites I  Shadow Sites II 

7 
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8

9 
The Aesthetics of Disappearance: A Land Without People inter 

alia 

10

Wonder Beirut (History 
of a Pyromaniac Photographer) 
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◀ ▲ 
Gardiennes d’images
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11 
Wonder Beirut

12 

oeuvre

13
Scratching on Things 

I Could Disavow: A History of Art in the Arab World
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▲ 
Latent 

Images  –  01 Wonder Beirut  the Story of 
a Pyromaniac Photographer
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▲ 
Postcards of 

War Wonder Beirut  the Story of a 
Pyromaniac Photographer
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Time Capsule

14

15

Time Capsule

 
Time Capsule

In This House Hashem 
el-Madani: Studio Practices On Photography  People and 
Modern Times 

On Photography  People and Modern 
Times  to 

16
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▲ 
Appendix XVIII: Plates Scratching on 

Things I Could Disavow
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▲ 
Index XXVI  Artists  Saadi Wall 004

Scratching on Things I Could Disavow
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17

Throughout Dissonant Archives: Contemporary Visual Culture and Contested 
Narratives in the Middle East

Archival Dissonance and the Future of the Archive

Image Keepers Mariam Ghani
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◀ ▲ 
Time Capsule
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both natural and human disasters’.

Nick Denes’ ‘Measures 

18 

information. In Tom Holert
 

Adelita Husni-Bey
(On) Difficult Terms 
Mada Masr

Mada Masr 
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de facto Lucien Samaha presents 

Walid Raad

19

Ruanne Abou-Rahme and Basel Abbas’ Incidental 
Insurgents

The Savage Detectives

For Héla Ammar Tarz

tarz

Naeem Mohaiemen’s Asfan’s Long Day (The Young Man Was  Part 2)

United Red Army (The Young Man Was  Part 1) 

Maryam 
Jafri Independence 
Day 1936–1967



Dissonant Archives: Contemporary Visual Culture and Contested Narratives in the Middle East32

▲ 
In This House

▲ 
Damaged Negatives: Scratched Portrait of Mrs. Baqari
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Residents on Tripoli Street Archive War

Amina Menia’s The Golden Age

to Guy Mannes-Abbott

20 In the 
Material for a Film

story that obviates a version of his life that portrays him as a ‘terrorist’ involved 

In Rona Sela

Ariella Azoulay

ex libris 
 Constituent Violence 1947–1950

Dissonant Archives remind us of 
 Archive Fever 
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21

22 

Lawrence Abu Hamdan’s Aural 
Contract Audio Archive 

23 

Chad Elias History 
of Contemporary and Modern Art in the Arab World 

future generations.
In Lucie Ryzova

 

Sussan 
Babaie  
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Jananne Al-Ani
and Slavs and Tatars.

Burak Arıkan’s On Networks of Dispossession 

On Higher 
Education Industrial Complex  

feature of Gulf Labor’s 52 Weeks

24 
Laura Cugusi

Laila Shereen Sakr’s (VJ Um Amel)

Pad.ma’s 
10 Thesis on 

the Archive

25
Other Document #131

Joshua Craze
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▲ 
İpdal (C64) / Cancel (C64)
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Timothy P.A Cooper

Ania Dabrowska’s 
Drift / Resolution (from A Lebanese Archive)

Drift / Resolution presents 

Mariam 
Motamedi Fraser

surrounding their preservation. 
Wonder Beirut Vahap Avşar’s 

Ipdal

ipdal

Chief Commander
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Archive Fever  is not only a rad

Shaheen Merali

The Stuart Hall Project

John Akomfrah

future generations. 
Chronoscope  1951  11pm Alessandro 

Balteo Yazbeck Media Farzin

Longines Chronoscope

Meriç Algün Ringborg The Library of Unborrowed Books 
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The Library of Unborrowed Books

Ibraaz

ongoing series Visual Culture in the Middle East. 
Ibraaz

Dissonant Archives and 



Dissonant Archives: Contemporary Visual Culture and Contested Narratives in the Middle East40

26 The Archaeology of 
Knowledge

as unique events’.27 In this 
 Dissonant Archives
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Archive fever: A Freudian Impression

history of The International Art Exhibition for Palestine 

Politiche della Memoria: Documentario e Archivo

Archives  Museums and Collecting 
Practices in the Modern Arab World

Along the Archival 
Grain: Epistemic Anxieties and Colonial Common Sense 

Performing the Archive: The Transformation 
of the Archive in Contemporary Art from Repository of 
Documents to Art Medium

The Big Archive
The Archive 

Ghosting: The Role of the Archive within 
Contemporary Artists’ Film and Video

Journal 
of Visual Culture

Journal of Visual Culture

in Art & Patronage in the Middle East

East’ in Representing Islam: Comparative Perspectives 

The Temporary Archive

in situ

ter a term used by geographers to mean inhabited land.

El 
Moudjahid

Ibraaz

Ibid. 

Ibid.

Forensis: The Architecture of Public Truth

that the term forensis is Latin for ‘pertaining to the 

Ghosting: 
The Role of the Archive within Contemporary Artists’ Film 
and Video
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Out of Beirut

The Withdrawal of Tradition 
Past a Surpassing Disaster

or legible in the present or indeed future. The role of the 

alternatively as ‘museum alley’ and ‘the route of death’. 
Under-

Writing Beirut — Mathaf 

Ibraaz

not formally opened until the museum’s doors and 

Ibraaz

of Archive Fever
arkhē: the 

arkheion
archons

arche

it is representative of a beginning or starting point in an 

Nations’ in The Baghdad International Poster Exhibition 
’79

Ibraaz

Ibraaz

October

op cit.

Giorgio Agamben: Legal  
Political and Philosophical Perspectives

Ibraaz

New Yorker 

Guantánamo Diary

The Archaeology of 
Knowledge





  The Incidental Insurgents: The Part about the Bandits extract



Ruanne Abou-Rahme 
and Basel Abbas

Incidental Insurgents, 2012–13

The Incidental Insurgents

The Part about The Bandits

The Savage Detectives set in 
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  Stills from The Stuart Hall Project



John Akomfrah

The Stuart Hall Project, 2013

The Stuart Hall Project
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Getty vs. Ghana
2012. Courtesy of the artist.

p. 191  Malaysia – Ghana – India 1947 –1957. From the 
photo installation Independence Day 1936–1967

Tunisia – Tanzania – Malaysia – Senegal 1955–1960. From 
the photo installation Independence Day 1934–1975



Independence Days, 2009–ongoing

Independence Day 1936–1967

Maryam Jafri 



190

The left image is from the Ghana Ministry of  Information, the right from Getty 
,PDJHV��7KH�0LQLVWU\�LGHQWLÀHV�WKHLU�LPDJH�DV�*���������*HWW\�LGHQWLÀHV�WKHLUV�
DV�����������7KH�FDSWLRQ�DFFRPSDQ\LQJ�WKH�*HWW\�LPDJH�VWDWHV�Duchess of  Kent 
(L) dancing with Ghana Prime Minister Kwame Nkrumah (C) at the Ghana independence 
ceremonies��$�VSHFLDO�QRWH�DFFRPSDQ\LQJ�WKH�*HWW\�LPDJH�VWDWHV��No resale application 
XVH�ZLWKRXW�WKH�SULRU�SHUPLVVLRQ�RI �7LPH��,QF��&RQWDFW�\RXU�ORFDO�RIÀFH�WR�VHH�LI �ZH�FDQ�FOHDU�WKLV�
image for you��7KH�EDFN�RI �SKRWR�*��������EHDUV�D�SXUSOH�VWDPS�VWDWLQJ�Copyright 
Photographic Services, Ministry of  Information, PO Box 745, Accra. All rights reserved. The 
*KDQD�0LQLVWU\�RI �,QIRUPDWLRQ�FKDUJHV����SHU�SKRWRJUDSK�IRU�UHSURGXFWLRQ�DQG�
OLFHQVLQJ��/LFHQVHH�PXVW�FUHGLW�WKH�0LQLVWU\�
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Akima and Arif

And we wondered
the artist.

Untitled

‘Migrant Labor did not exist in the 
Wonderland of Knowledge Encyclopedia  1938’

p. 302  52 Weeks of Gulf Labor

Who Builds Your Architecture? 
WBYA?

Excerpt from the Novel CARNIVAL

(JCB JCB)
the artist.

2015: Grand Opening of the Louvre Abu 
Dhabi

Of Saadiyat’s Rectangles & Curves  or 
Santiago Sierra’s One Sheikh  Two Museum Directors  
Three Curators  One University President  Two 
Architects  and One Artist Remunerated to Sleep for 
30 Days in 13 x 14 foot Windowless Room with Shared 
Bathroom and No Door

30 Untitled Men

of the British Museum. Courtesy of the artist.



52 Weeks, 2013–14 

52 Weeks

Gulf Labor
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The Library of Unborrowed Books. Section I: Stockholms 
Stadsbibliotek (Stockholm Public Library)

The Library of Unborrowed Books. Section II: Center 
for Fiction

The Library of Unborrowed Books. Section III: Sydney 
Mechanics’ School of Arts Library

The Library of Unborrowed Books. Section IV: Centro de 
Documentación Regional ‘Juan Bautista Vázquez’

The Library of Unborrowed Books. Section V: The 
Gennadius Library  ASCS  Athens



Meriç Algün Ringborg

The Library of Unborrowed Books, 2012

The Library of Unborrowed Books

en masse
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p. 348  Chief Commander
p. 348 Chief Commander
p. 349 Chief Commander
p. 349 Chief Commander
p. 350 Chief Commander
p. 351 Chief Commander
p. 351 Chief Commander



Vahap Avşar

Chief Commander, 2011

Chief Commander

turned to European artists. 
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